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Chapter 7

Materia Medica

This chapter does not attempt to compete with the major works of materia medica, 
such as the ones written by Boericke, Clarke and Kent.5 Of these I especially recom-
mend Boericke to the reader who wishes to go deeper than this present book, since 
it is quite detailed, has a repertory (symptom list) and is yet concise. Even though 
the signs and symptoms recorded in these three reference works are derived from 
the human situation, we are fortunate that the remedy pictures broadly correspond 
to the animal world. Mr. George Macleod MRCVS has also written a concise and 
very useful veterinary materia medica containing more remedies than this book.

What I set out to do in this chapter is merely to highlight the characteristic 
symptoms and signs of most of the remedies mentioned in this book, with spe-
cific relation to cattle and the indications to which I refer later in Chapter 8. This 
necessarily makes it a very brief account of each remedy, albeit hopefully in 
proportion to its usefulness, in order to enhance the practicality of this book as 
a quick reference. When difficulties arise on account of the brevity of content,  
I suggest you consult Boericke or one of the other works on the subject.

When learning the remedies, particular notice should be taken of what are 
defined as the ‘modalities’ of the symptoms. These are the ways in which symp-
toms are affected by external influences such as temperature, weather, time of 
day, and so on, and often serve to distinguish between close remedies. You will 
find these essential nuances of prescribing listed with the remedies.

5  See ‘Further Reading’, page 131.
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Abrotanum
Wasting of muscles and connective tissue, leading to weight loss and weak-
ness, together with abdominal symptoms of distension and diarrhoea form the 
main picture of this remedy. These symptoms make it an obvious remedy to 
consider in cases of worms. I have not satisfactorily tested this remedy myself 
as a ‘wormer’, but as a remedy for use in the general picture given above it 
is of great benefit. Venous oozing of the navel in the newborn may respond. 
Symptoms may be worse in cold air.

Absinthium
Characterised by epileptiform seizures, chorea and tremors, with a tendency to lose 
balance backwards. Facial twitching, tenderness in the anterior abdomen, irregu-
lar, pronounced heartbeat, excitement and hyperaesthesia are common symptoms.

Acetic acid
The Acid remedies all show degrees of debility and wasting. The abdomen is 
usually swollen in the case of Acetic acid, and the mammary gland, although 
full, produces thin, watery, blue milk. A picture of weakness and malnutrition 
characterises the remedy.

Aconitum napellus
Aconitum is perfectly suited for use in cases of sudden physical or mental shock, 
sudden or early fever, usually with anxiety, or conditions arising from chilling. It is 
also of use in cases of sudden, profuse, bright haemorrhage. Symptoms are usually 
permutations of any of the following: red, inflamed eyes with lachrymation; fluid, 
watery nasal discharge; tense, rapid pulse; urine retention and thirst. The animal often 
displays shuddering or shivering in response to shock or fear. The remedy especially 
suits the animal which is robust in appearance and dynamic in action. Symptoms 
usually centre on the chest and are worse after cold wind exposure and worse at 
night, especially before midnight. Use this remedy in dramatic conditions, especially 
if the symptoms tend to create panic in the patient, yourself or other observers!

Actaea racemosa (see Cimicifuga) 

Agaricus muscarius
The remedy is prepared from a poisonous fungus containing central nervous 
system toxins. Superficially, the signs are mental stimulation and excitement, 
twitching followed by delirium with an intermittent pulse. It is mainly on 
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Limnaea trunculata  87
liquid remedies  34
listeriosis  50, 54, 69, 87, 90
liver:  12-13, 29, 42, 45, 48-49, 52-53, 55, 

59, 61, 63-64, 66, 68, 74, 79, 81-82, 85, 
87, 92
fluke  79, 81, 87

local prescribing  20, 25-26, 28-30, 36, 67, 
75, 115-116

longevity  6, 14–15
lotions  34, 47, 85, 90, 122
luer  80, 88
lung  43-44, 46, 52, 93
lungworm  81-82, 88
lymphadenitis  50
lymphangitis  69

M
machine milking  15
mad cow disease (see BSE)  8
malaria  1
malnutrition  41
malpresentations  79
mammillitis  51, 54, 65, 88

market  15-16
mastitis  20-21, 43, 46-47, 50-52, 55, 58, 

60, 62, 67-68, 70-71, 82, 88, 91-92, 94, 
107, 109, 111-112, 114, 116, 118-121

materia medica  40, 52, 71-72, 89, 94, 98, 
125

mental problems  41, 56, 61-62, 74, 89, 95, 
100

metritis  52, 58, 89, 92, 97-98, 119
miasm  69, 125
milk:  6-7, 12-13, 15-18, 34, 41, 44, 46, 

50-51, 54, 56, 59-62, 64, 66, 68, 70, 72, 
82, 88-90, 94-97, 101, 111-112, 114-115
replacer  16

milking  5, 15, 74, 82-83, 88, 92, 97, 107, 
111-112, 116

mis-mothering  101
modality  40, 46, 65, 71, 75, 91, 125
Moraxella  90
mother tincture  3, 48, 125

N
navel  40, 55, 85, 90, 97
necrosis  54, 57, 63, 66, 76
nerve injury (see injury)  84
nightshade, deadly. Siehe belladonna
nosode  26-27, 30-31, 34, 44, 64, 70, 74, 

76-78, 82-83, 85-86, 88-90, 94, 109, 
118, 120-121, 125

notifiable disease  45, 73-74
nymphomania  46, 60, 63, 65, 83, 91

O
oedema  42-43, 70, 91, 125
oestrus  60, 63
oils (see also aromatherapy)  48, 107
ointments  34, 85, 122
opisthotonus  68, 125
orchitis  70, 91
organic farming  vii, xvi, 8, 11, 107
Organon, The  4
organophosphorus  108
organotropic remedies  29, 125
organ prescribing  25-26, 29
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osteomyelitis  52, 54, 91
ostertagiasis  91
ovaries  29, 43-44, 50-51, 56, 58, 62-63, 

71, 83

P
pain  45-49, 51-52, 55-56, 62-65, 74-77, 86, 

91-92, 95, 101, 103, 105, 108, 115
painkiller  55, 91, 105
palliation  vii, 22, 108, 125
pancreas  66
papillomatosis  69, 91, 97
paralysis (see also hemiplegia; paraplegia; 

paretic)  49, 51, 54, 58, 62-63, 96
paraplegia (see also hemiplegia; paralysis; 

paretic)  84, 94, 125
parasites  14, 77, 82, 87, 92, 98
parasiticides  108
paretic (see also hemiplegia, paralysis, 

paraplegia)  64
parturition  50, 54, 64, 74, 105, 125
pathological prescribing  25-26, 28-29
perineum  60, 66, 125
periosteum  65
peritonitis  44, 47, 57, 65, 71, 92
pesticides  6
phlebitis  54
photophobia  59
photosensitisation  55, 65, 92
pillules  34-35
placebo  125
placenta  75, 77, 92-93
pleurisy  63
pneumonia  23, 46, 52, 63, 71, 76, 78, 82, 

93
poisoning  63, 93-94, 96
pollution  7
polychrest  126
potency  2-4, 29, 31-33, 36-39, 47, 55, 63, 

72, 74, 103, 114-116, 126
potentisation  3, 126
powders  34-35
pregnancy  48, 50
pregnancy-testing  6

prescribing  25, 28-32, 39-40, 72-73, 80, 
82, 87-89, 91, 105, 114-115, 117

presenting symptom prescribing  25, 28
preventive medicine  11, 16, 18, 30, 33, 38, 

45, 79, 88, 109
productivity  5-6, 13-15
prognosis  18, 76, 86, 90, 126
prostaglandins  84
prostration  51-52
protozoan  77
proving  1, 17, 31-32, 44, 49, 126
Prüfung  1, 126
psora  126
psychogenic  43
pulmonary  43
puncture wounds  29, 58, 84, 96
pus  47, 56, 70, 86, 116
pustules  78, 88
pyrethrins  108

R
Raab  1
ragwort  2
rearing (see calf-rearing)  15
recumbency  51-52, 58, 79, 82, 84, 94, 104-

105, 115-116
regulatory prescribing  25, 29
remedy kit  36, 39, 122
research  6, 20, 22
residues  2, 7-8, 17-18, 21, 72, 97, 103, 

105-106
respiratory  42-43, 47, 52, 56, 59, 62, 64, 

70, 81, 83, 90, 96
retention  41-43, 48, 97
rheumatic  50-51
rhinotracheitis  57, 83
rickets  46, 67
ringwomb  79, 94
ringworm  44, 57, 69, 94
roundworms  66
rubs  89
rumen  12-13, 47, 61, 74-75, 96, 111
rumenotomy  93-94
ruminants  8, 11, 34
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S
salmonellosis  29, 44, 94-95
salvage  18, 106
scar  53
scour  65-66, 77-79, 81, 90, 94-95, 97
secretions  44, 63-64
separation  15, 105
septic  44, 47, 54-55, 57, 64-65, 69, 75, 80, 

95, 116
septicaemia  44, 52, 54, 57, 69, 77-78, 

88-89, 94-95, 126
set-aside  6
shock  11, 41, 55, 95, 98, 101, 107
side effects  17, 21, 32, 126
silage  5-6, 87, 90
sinus  47, 81
slaughter  18, 103-106
slipping (see also abortion)  82, 104
snake venoms  2, 57
somatotropins (BST)  6
specific prescribing  25, 29, 44, 94, 126
sprays  107
Staphylococcus aureus  109-110, 112-113
starter list of remedies  122
Steiner  8
steps to cure  33
stillbirth  48
stomatitis  61
storage of remedies  34, 36
straining (see also tenesmus)  42, 44, 48, 

52, 59-60, 69, 77, 95
Streptococcus

agalactiae/dysgalactiae  109-110
pyogenes  85

strychnine  2
stupor  52
submolecular  2, 22, 31
suboestrus  44, 84
succussion  2, 126
sugars  12
supplements  2, 6, 83
suppression  6, 18, 20-21
suppuration  38, 47, 55
sustainable agriculture  8

sweating  57, 80
swelling  41-44, 46-47, 49-51, 53-58, 60, 

62-63, 75-76, 92, 98, 115-116
swine dysentery  2
sycosis/sycotic  69, 126
syndrome  4, 20, 28, 30, 51, 54, 63, 72-73, 

77, 90-91, 94, 127
synovitis  47, 96
syphilis  127

T
tablets  34-35, 38
teats  47, 53, 60, 62, 66, 68, 78, 88, 92, 107
teething  49, 64, 96
teeth (see also teething; tooth-grinding)  53, 

79, 96
tendon  49, 65, 84
tenesmus (see also straining)  51, 56, 61, 

65-66, 127
testicles  41, 91
tetanus  50, 52, 58, 60, 65, 78, 96
tetany  81
tincture  34-35, 48
tissue destruction  59
tongue  34-35, 42, 51, 58, 68, 74-75, 85, 97
tooth-grinding  50
toxaemia  52, 57, 69, 78, 88-89, 96, 127
transport  16, 96, 101, 103
trauma  10, 13, 24, 26, 29, 44-45, 56, 65, 

79-80, 86, 96-97, 103, 118-119, 127
tremor  41, 49, 53
trials  21, 48, 79, 82, 88, 98, 118
trituration  3, 127
tuberculosis  73
twins  57, 93, 97
tympany  43, 49, 57, 62, 68, 97, 127
typhus  1

U
udder  12, 14-15, 20, 46-49, 52, 56, 58, 62, 

64, 66, 68, 70, 78, 82, 84-85, 88, 91, 
104, 110-112, 114

ulceration  45, 47, 51, 53, 56, 60, 88, 90, 
115-116
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umbilicus  97
urgency  38
urinary  45, 48, 52, 69, 85
urination  52, 55, 60, 69, 86
urine  14, 41-43, 48, 52, 56, 59, 61, 63, 69, 

86, 97
uterine  42, 47-48, 58, 66, 93
uterus (see also womb)  44, 93, 97

V
vaccinosis  69
vagina  55, 93, 97
vaginal  42, 67
veganism  7
vegetarianism  7-8
ventilation  13
viraemic  53
viral  9, 76, 78, 83, 88, 90
virus  25
vitamin  6, 77, 94
vivisection  17

W
warts  43, 46, 49, 61, 67, 69, 91-92, 97
water  34-35, 42, 49, 59, 102-104, 107, 

110-111, 118, 120
Weil’s disease  85, 87
welfare  vii, xvii, xviii, 7, 14, 18, 75, 80, 

84, 86, 97, 99, 102, 105-108, 121
womb (see also uterus)  29, 50, 55-56, 

64-66, 70-71, 89, 93, 98
worms (see also helminthiasis; round-

worms)  14, 23, 40, 49, 82, 91-92, 98
wounds  29, 44, 47, 54-55, 57-58, 67, 84

Y
yew  2, 93

Z
zoonoses:  73

Leptospira hardjo  87
ringworm  44, 57, 69, 94
Weil’s disease  85, 87
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A
Abrotanum  40, 50, 66, 98
Absinthium  40, 77, 78
Acetic acid  41, 90
Acid remedies  56, 62
Aconitum napellus  18, 41, 77, 78, 81, 83, 

88, 90, 91, 93, 95, 97, 98, 100, 101, 103, 
122

Actaea racemosa  41, 50
Agaricus muscarius  41, 77, 78, 83
Agnus castus  41, 83
Aletris farinosa  42, 93
Aloe socotrina  42, 78, 95
Alumen  42, 75
Alumina  42, 78
Ammonium carbonicum  42, 81, 93
Anguilla  42, 86, 91
Antimonium crudum  43, 74, 76, 78, 88, 

92, 101
Antimonium tartaricum  43, 81, 83, 90, 93, 

122
Apis mellifica  43, 70, 81, 83, 84, 88, 91, 

92, 96, 101, 122
Apocynum cannabinum  43, 81
Aristolochia clematitis  43, 83, 84, 89, 101
Arnica montana  18, 28, 44, 45, 68, 78, 81, 

84, 86, 90, 101, 103, 122
Arsenicum album  44, 76, 77, 78, 79, 90, 

92, 93, 94, 95, 97, 100, 122
Aurum metallicum  44, 83, 93, 100, 101

B
Bacillinum  44, 69, 94
Baptisia tinctoria  29, 44, 52, 69, 94, 95
Belladonna  2, 22, 45, 74, 78, 81, 82, 83, 

88, 91, 98, 101, 122
Bellis perennis  45, 84
Berberis vulgaris  29, 45, 85, 86, 87
Borax  45, 90, 97
Brucella nosode  91

Bryonia  46, 62, 71, 75, 88, 91, 92, 93, 96, 
122

Bufo  46, 83, 90

C
Calcarea carbonica  2, 28, 46, 83, 92, 95, 

96, 116, 122
Calcarea fluorica  47, 75, 80, 88, 91, 92
Calcarea phosphorica  3, 28, 29, 47, 61, 82, 

90, 96, 114, 122
Calcarea sulphurica  47, 74, 75, 81
Calendula  47, 74, 84, 85, 122
Camphora  48, 78, 95
Cantharis  48, 86, 88, 92, 101, 103
Carbo vegetabilis  48, 76, 77, 78, 88, 95, 

122
Carduus marianus  48, 74, 85, 87
Caulophyllum  48, 50, 75, 79, 89, 92, 94, 

105, 119, 122
Causticum  49, 57, 75, 84, 85, 87, 92, 101
Chamomilla  49, 78, 88, 91, 96, 101
Chelidonium  29, 49, 85, 87, 92
Chenopodium  49, 87, 98
China  49, 79, 81, 95
Cicuta virosa  50, 74, 77, 78, 82, 87
Cimicifuga racemosa  41, 50, 75, 79, 89, 

93, 94, 101
Cina  50, 66, 98
Cinchona (see China)
Cineraria  50, 90
Cistus canadensis  50, 75, 88
Colchicum  51, 76, 95, 101
Colocynthis  51, 77, 91, 122
Conium maculatum  2, 51, 83, 84, 87, 88, 

90, 94, 100, 116
Croton tiglium  51, 88, 95
Cuprum aceticum  51, 79, 93
Cuprum metallicum  52, 83, 85, 94, 95, 96
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D
Digitalis  29
Drosera rotundifolia  52, 53, 93

E
Echinacea angustifolia  43, 52, 69, 89, 95, 

96
E. coli nosode  95
Equisetum  52, 86
Eupatorium perfoliatum  52, 84, 91, 96
Euphrasia  53, 90, 122

F
Flor de piedra  53, 74, 87
Fluoric acid  53, 75, 86

G
Gelsemium sempervirens  53, 101
Ginkgo biloba  53, 80
Graphites  53, 78, 84, 85, 88
Gunpowder  52, 54, 91

H
Hamamelis  54, 81, 84
Hekla lava  54, 75, 91
Helleborus  54, 77, 84
Heloderma  54, 87
Helonias  55, 84, 86, 89, 91, 93
Hepar sulphuris  38, 47, 55, 74, 75, 76, 80, 

84, 85, 86, 88, 91, 92, 96, 101, 116, 122
Husk nosode  82
Hydrastis  55, 85, 89
Hyoscyamus  55, 100, 101
Hypericum  29, 47, 55, 84, 85, 86, 91, 92, 

96, 101, 103, 122

I
Ignatia  29, 56, 74, 89, 100, 101
Iodum  56, 83
Ipecacuanha  56, 77, 81, 90, 95

K
Kali bichromicum  56, 75, 83, 86, 88, 90, 

115

Kali carbonicum  56, 83, 97
Kali iodatum  57, 75, 83, 90, 94
Kali sulphuricum  57, 94
Kreosotum  57, 76, 80, 85

L
Lachesis  57, 74, 76, 81, 83, 90, 92, 95, 97, 

100, 101
Lapis albus  58, 75
Lathyrus  58, 84, 94
Ledum  29, 58, 75, 84, 90, 96
Lilium tigrinum  58, 83, 89, 100, 101
Lycopodium  28, 59, 74, 76, 81, 83, 85, 86, 

87, 93, 97, 100, 122

M
Magnesia phosphorica  59, 77, 82, 83, 96
Melilotus  59, 60, 81, 84
Mercurius corrosivus  59, 77, 83, 90, 95
Mercurius cyanatus  59, 76, 122
Mercurius iodatus (flavus and ruber)  60, 

75, 76
Mercurius solubilis  28, 60, 74, 76, 88, 90, 

95, 97, 122
Metaldehyde  60, 83, 96
Millefolium  60, 81
Murex  60, 83

N
Natrum carbonicum  61, 95
Natrum muriaticum  3, 61, 101
Natrum sulphuricum  61, 84, 95
Nitric acid  61, 76, 86, 90, 92, 101
Nux vomica  28, 29, 43, 50, 61, 69, 74, 76, 

77, 78, 80, 83, 86, 87, 93, 96, 98, 100, 
101, 122

O
Opium  62, 82, 84, 101

P
Palladium  62, 63, 84
Phellandrium  62, 88
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Phosphoric acid  62, 79, 83, 85, 90, 97, 
101, 122

Phosphorus  28, 62, 76, 79, 81, 82, 83, 84, 
85, 86, 87, 90, 93, 100, 101, 115, 122

Phytolacca  63, 75, 86, 88, 91, 122
Platina  29, 62, 63, 64, 83, 84, 100, 101
Plumbum metallicum  29, 63, 77, 78, 84, 

101
Podophyllum  64, 95
Pulsatilla  28, 29, 43, 64, 66, 69, 74, 79, 84, 

89, 94, 100, 101, 122
Pyrogenium  52, 64, 69, 74, 81, 89, 92, 95, 

96, 122

R
Raphanus  64, 76, 96
Rheum  65, 95
Rhus toxicodendron  65, 75, 76, 78, 84, 88, 

92, 95, 122
Ruta graveolens  65, 75, 84, 122

S
Sabina  65, 89, 92, 122
Salmonella nosode  95
Santoninum  66, 98
Secale cornutum  66, 79, 81, 89, 92
Senecio  2, 66, 77, 78, 87
Sepia  28, 29, 66, 78, 89, 93, 94, 97, 100, 

101, 122
Silica  3, 28, 29, 47, 53, 67, 69, 74, 75, 80, 

81, 88, 91, 114, 116, 122

Staphysagria  67, 84, 92
Stramonium  67, 77, 78, 83, 100, 101
Strychninum  68, 77, 78, 83, 96
Sulphur  29, 68, 69, 76, 78, 83, 88, 90
Symphytum  68, 84

T
Taraxacum  68, 87
Tarentula cubensis  69, 74, 76, 80, 95, 96
Tarentula hispanica  69
Tellurium  69, 94
Terebinthina  69, 86
Theridion  69, 87, 97
Thuja  29, 69, 80, 85, 92, 122
Tuberculinum bovinum  70, 88, 93

U
Urtica urens  43, 70, 88, 89, 91, 92, 101, 

122
Ustilago maydis  70, 91

V
Variolinum  70, 78
Veratrum album  70, 78, 95, 101
Viburnum opulus  71, 74

Z
Zincum metallicum  71, 77, 78, 83, 94


